PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT" 
(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



recd 0 5 AUG 2003 



WlPO 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
END-862 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 



See Notification of Transmittal of International 
Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 



International application No. 
PCT/US02/16700 



International filing date (day /month/year) 
28 May 2002 (28.05.2002) 



Priority date (day /month/year) 
29 May 2001 (29.05.2001) 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
IPC(7): A61B 8/14 and US CL: 600/466 



Applicant 

ETHICON ENDO-SURGERY, INC. 
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I | This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings 
which have been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made 
before this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of ^ sheets. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Basis of the report 



International application No. 
PCT/US02/ 16700 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application- * 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

P a g e s M5 as originally filed 

P a £es NONE 9 filed with the demand 

P^s NONE filed with the letter of 



the claims: 
pages 46-49 



pages NONE 



pages none 



pages NONE 



j as originally filed 

— > as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
_> filed with the demand 
filed with the letter of ' 



the drawings: 
pages 1-15 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



± as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 

, filed with the letter of 



[I] the sequence listing part of the description: 
Pages NONE t as originally filed 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



, filed with the demand 
filed with the letter of 



i™ S t v t ?f! an ^ age ' f* 1 ** elements marked ab °ve were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
!wK f ^ m ™ 0nal a PP licati on was filed, unless otherwise indicated under thS item 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language wSis: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 483(b)). 

fl^/o^sZ tianSlati0n ** PUiP ° SeS ° f * tematiODal P^™*y examination(under Rules 

3 ' SIT*? t0 ^ nuc,eotide or ami™ acid sequence disclosed in the international application the 
^national preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: aPPUCaa ° n ' me 

I — I contained in the international application in printed fonn 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I — I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written fonn. 

D furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable fonn. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
mtemational application as filed has been furnished. uauosurc in me 

^ to bSflSK' 1 ' inf0mati011 fa C ° mpUter readable fonn is identical to A» written sequence listing) 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
□ the description, pages NONE 

□ 

the claims, Nos. NONE 
the drawings, sheets/fig none 

5 ' ^ SL?r J" , bem CSta ^ ed aS * (some of > the ^endments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70 2(c)) ** , 

fJ^^^^^ reCdVin8 ° mCe in TeS P° nse to an invitation ™d<" **** 14 are referred to in 

** ZrlZ~™ult led , a ^ are T am T dl ° tMSrep0nS ™ et ^^ notcontaina ^™"« (Rules 70.16 a J^Tt) ' 
Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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International application No. 
PCT/US02/16700 



V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. STATEMENT 



Novelty (N) Claims 1-19 YES 

Claims NONE NO 

Inventive Step (IS) Claims IA9 YES 

Claims NONE NO 

Industrial Applicability (IA) Claims H9 YES 

Claims NONE NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Claims 1-19 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(3), because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a 
method for ultrasound imaging of a patient tissue by the steps of obtaining a first signal and a second signal reflected back from the 
location in the patient tissue at a later second time wherein the patient has received at least some medical treatment by the second 
time and creating an image of the location using the first signal and the second signal. 

NEW CITATIONS 
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